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DELAWARE STATE OVERVIEW

Delaware, the first state to join the Union, is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean and the Delaware Bay, as well as New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Maryland.  This strategic northeast coast location affords visitors from surrounding major metropolitan areas with easy access to its recreational and business centers. 

The State has three counties: New Castle, Kent, and Sussex, and all of the cities and towns are independently incorporated municipalities.  There are three major cities: Wilmington with a population of 72,500, Dover the State capital, with a population of 32,500; and Newark, the site of the University of Delaware, with 29,800 people.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Delaware is the sixth least populated state in the country with approximately 830,000 citizens.  New Castle County is the most densely populated of the three counties; however, the population growth in Sussex County has exceeds the national average.  Delaware has a diverse industrial base; its main economic engines include financial services, life sciences, tourism, chemicals and automobiles.

Agriculture dominates Delaware's landscape with 43 percent of the State's land allocated to farming.  The poultry industry accounts for over two-thirds of all agricultural income at one-half billion dollars; and receipts from vegetable farming total around $60 million annually.  Corn, soybean and nursery products are also major products.

Delaware's diverse agriculture plays a vital role in the State's economy.  In the last decade 77,500 net new jobs were created in the Delaware economy, a 22 percent increase. The State's labor force has kept pace with the growing job market by expanding faster than the national average over the same period.  

Delaware has seven institutions of higher education; three are State-supported, including the University of Delaware, a land grant college, and Delaware State University and Delaware Technical and Community College. 

Delaware offers many advantages to its residents, especially retired citizens:

A retired couple residing in Delaware enjoys living without any sales tax burden, their Social Security benefits are spared any state levy, and up to $12,500 per person of other retirement income is tax-free.   The Delaware couple's only tax obligation is a petite property-tax bill.

In summary, Delaware provides all residents with:

· Low Property Taxes, No Sales Tax & Low Personal Income Taxes

· Low Cost of Living with a High Quality of Life

· Unspoiled Beauty: Ocean, Bays, Ponds & Parks

· Sports: Golfing, Swimming, Boating, Fishing, Cycling, Flying, etc.

· Relaxing, Friendly, Quiet, Clean Fresh Air & Great Seafood

· Low Crime Rate, Small Town Pace & Bright Upbeat Communities

· Close to Major Cities: Visit Friends and Family with Ease

· Home Values are Appreciating Year after Year

· Festivals Galore: Join Friends and Family for all Events

· Beach, Sun and Sand, Watch Sunrises & Sunsets, Enjoy Yourself
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Sussex County Overview

Sussex County is within an 8-hour drive of one-third of U.S. population!

Sussex County’s tax rate is unchanged for the last 16 years! 
Sussex County’s unemployment rate in June of 2004 was 3.3 %!
Sussex County accounts for 49% of the state’s area - 960 square miles!
Sussex County hosted 50% of the state’s new construction in 2004!
Sussex County plans $353 million in road improvements over next 5 years!
In 2004, the value of new home construction in Sussex County exceeded the states of Rhode Island, North Dakota, Montana and Washington, D.C. 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, per capita retail sales in Sussex County exceeded those of New Castle and Kent counties combined. 

There are 16 public and private golf courses in Sussex County, with 2 new Jack Nicklaus courses under construction. 

Tourism employs over 7,700 people in Sussex County with an estimated economic impact of over $420 million annually. 

More people are moving to Sussex County than are being born in it.  According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the 1990 population was 113,249; the estimated population for 2004 was 171,923 or a 52% increase. 

Key Rehoboth Beach Demographics
> Visitor Information Estimates as of January 2005

> Downtown Rehoboth is One-Mile Square in area
> Estimated Week-Day Visitor Population based on Highway Traffic counts (1).
	Month
	# of Weekdays
	Visitors Per
	Visitors Per

	
	
	Weekday
	Weekday-Month

	January
	22
	4,000
	88,000

	February
	21
	4,000
	84,000

	March
	22
	4,000
	88,000

	April
	22
	5,000
	110,000

	May
	22
	5,000
	110,000

	June
	22
	8,000
	76,000

	July
	22
	12,000
	264,000

	August
	22
	12,000
	264,000

	September
	22
	12,000
	264,000

	October
	22
	6,000
	132,000

	November
	22
	4,000
	88,000

	December
	22
	4,000
	88,000

	Total for Year
	Weekday
	Visitors
	1,624,000


> Estimated Week-End Visitor Population based on Highway Traffic counts (1).
	Month
	# of Weekend 
	Visitors Per 
	Visitors Per 

	
	Days
	Weekend Day
	Weekend Month

	January
	8
	9,000
	72,000

	February
	8
	9,000
	72,000

	March
	8
	10,000
	80,000

	April
	8
	11,000
	88,000

	May
	8
	15,000
	120,000

	June
	8
	20,000
	160,000

	July
	8
	60,000
	480,000

	August
	8
	60,000
	480,000

	September
	8
	40,000
	320,000

	October
	8
	40,000
	320,000

	November
	8
	14,000
	112,000

	December
	8
	11,000
	88,000

	Total for Year
	Weekend
	Visitors
	2,392,000


	Total Estimated Annual Visitation Downtown 



4,016,000

	Additional Visitors to the Resort Area (includes Midway/Dewey)  
3,198,000

	

	Total Estimated Annual Visitation Entire Resort Area


7,214,000


Answers to Frequently Asked Questions:

· State Records indicate 12 to 13 million people visit Delaware annually.

· State Records indicate over 5 million people visit Delaware Beaches annually.

· 2002 Delaware Population was 807,385; Projection for 2010 is 864,069(1). 

· 2002 Sussex County Population was 163,946; Projection for 2010 is 189,061(1).
· Highway Traffic Count for Route One: 

· January 1 - September 30, 1999 averaged 46,065 cars per day.

· 2002 average daily vehicle count was 50,159.

· Vehicle count increased by 18-20% in 2003. 

· Average number of people per vehicle was 2.1 to 3.2.
· Rehoboth Beach Boardwalk is 1 Mile Long.

· There are 30 miles of oceanfront in Delaware.

· 25 miles of ocean beach stretch from Lewes to Fenwick Island.

· Rehoboth’s full-time population in 2000 was 1,495.

· Best estimate of beach visitors that stay over-night is 3,246,300.

· Best estimate of beach visitors that are day-only is 3,967,700. 
· Best estimate of total beach visitors is 7,214,000.

· Each over-night visitor spends about$190 a day.

· Each daily visitor spends about $90 a day.
· 2004 Over-Nights visitors spent around $616,797,000.
· 2004 Day-Only visitors spent around $357,030,000.

· Number of Restaurants in Rehoboth around 100; half have liquor licenses.

· Population within 50 mile radius of Rehoboth is around 700,000 to 800,000.

· Population within 150 mile radius of Rehoboth is around 30,000,000,000.
· Typical Rehoboth visitor is from DC, MD, NJ, NY, PA, VA or OH (2).
· Beach replenishment for Rehoboth/Dewey Beaches was performed in 2005.
· Average Rehoboth Beach temperatures:
· April 

Air
52°

· May

Air
62°
Water

59°

· June 

Air
71°
Water

68°

· July 

Air
75°
Water

73°

· August 
Air
75°
Water

74°

· September 
Air
67°
Water

71°

· October 
Air
67°
Water

69°

· 84% of all visitors travel by car (3). 
· 66% of visitors have children (4).

· 87% of overnight trips to Delaware in 2003 were for leisure purposes (6).
· Tourism, businesses and employers paid $137 million in State fees or taxes (4).
· Delaware's tourism business is worth about $1.6 billion to the state (4).
· Destination/overnight visitor volume to Delaware was 5.96 million in 2003 (6).

· Average travel party to Delaware included 2.1 people in 2003 (6).

· 26-30 million people live within 4-5 hour driving radius (5).

· 6-7 million people live within a radius of 90 miles (4).
· Average age of visitor households to Delaware is 47 (4).

· 37% of overnight visitors are parents (4).

· 19% of parents aged less than 45 years have school age children (4).
· 56% of over-night visitors have a college degree (3).

· 24% of over-night visitors have a post-graduate degree (3).
· 40.9% of SC population attended college or has college degree (4).

· 6.5% of SC population has a graduate or professional degree (4).
· Sussex County is 979 square miles (4).
· Median household income for Rehoboth/Dewey market is $51,182 (4).

· Median income for Rehoboth/Dewey 2nd-home owners higher than local base.
· Opened in 1989, Tanger Outlet Mall averages over 6+ million visitors a year.
· Tanger has over 136 brand name manufacturer and designer stores along Route 1.
· Auto travel accounts for 74% of all travel in the U.S (4).

· Auto travel accounts for 81% of all leisure travel in the U.S. (4).   
· Sussex County Population Projection for 2010 is 194,615 (7).
· Seasonal population is projected to increase as much as 18% (8).

· Single-family building permits for 2004 increased 72.3% from 2000 (8). 

· 2004 Census - new construction in SC exceeded Kent & New Castle combined.
· Tax rate for SC 2006 budget is 44.5 cents per $I 00,000 of assessment.

· Tax assessments have not increased during the last 16 years. 

· County property tax makes up 13.2% of County's General Fund (9). 
· State Tourism revenues have increased 34% since 1998. 
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Selected Excerpts: Sussex County Comprehensive Plan Update January 1, 2003

DEMOGRAPHICS AND TRENDS

Population growth in Sussex County increased significantly during the 1990 decade as compared to previous growth rates, and the trend has continued since the 2000 census was completed.  During the period from 1980 to 1990 the population increase was 15,225 people or sixteen percent, however, the population increased by 43,409 or thirty-eight percent during the period from 1990 to the year 2000.
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1050 61336
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1970 80356 10%
1080 98,004 2%
1990 113220 16%
2000 156,638 38%
2010¢ 187,519 19%
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2030% 638 13%
*From Population Consortium.





Table 1 shows the historical growth from census data and the projected growth by the Delaware Population Consortium.
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Table 2 shows population growth households from the US 2000 Census.
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Table 3 shows the population increase by race.
Source Citations

(1) Sussex County Planning & Zoning Dept
(2) Source: U.S. Census Bureau 4/17/03

(3) Rehoboth-Dewey Chamber Contact Records

(4) Rehoboth-Dewey Chamber Contact Records

(5) PKF Consulting

(6) Delaware Tourism Alliance 2004

(7) Delaware Travel Barometer - 2003 Travel Trends

(8) U.S. Census Bureau via Sussex County Council - 5/05

(9) Sussex County Convention and Tourism Commission - 5/05
(10) Sussex County Council - 5/05.

(11) Ed Ratledge, Center for Applied Demography and Survey Research, University of Delaware
(12) Sussex County Comprehensive Plan Update January 1, 2003
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