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of God’s Judgment

Luke 13:1-5 — At that very time there were some present who told h/m about
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2He asked
them, “Do you think that because these Gal//eans suffered in this way they
were worse sinners than all other Gal/leans’7 ®No, I tell you; but unless you
repent, you will all perish as they did. *Or those eighteen who were killed when
the tower of Siloam fell on them--do you think that they were worse offenders
than all the others living in Jerusalem? °No, | tell you; but unless you repent,
you will all perish just as they did.”

Two Scenarios

1) Pilate kills some Galileans and their blood gets mixed with the blood of
their sacrifices (v 1)

2) The Tower of Siloam falls and kills 18 people (v 4a)

Same —“Do you think that ... they were worse
sinners/offenders than all the other Galileans/Jerusalemites?” (vv 2, 4b)

Job 4:7-8 — “Think now who that was innocent ever perished? Or where were
the upright cut off’7 8As | have seen, those who plow iniquity and sow trouble
reap the same.’

Same —“No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish
as/just as they did” (vv 3, 5)

John 9:1-3 — As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. *His
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was
born blind?"%Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he
was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.”
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of God’s Mercy

Luke 13:6-9 — Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his
vineyard: and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. “So he said to the
gardener, ‘See here! For three years | have come looking for fruit on this fig
tree, and still | find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?" ®He
repl/ed ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until | dig around it and put manure
on it. °If it bears fruit next year, well and good: but if not, you can cut it down.”

Isaiah 5:1-2 — Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concern/ng his
vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. ?He dug it and
cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in
the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield

grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.

Luke 4:18-19 — “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed
me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, "*to
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”

The means of grace — Scripture, prayer, worship, Lord’s Supper, holy
conferencing, acts of mercy — become ways by which God nourishes us
toward fruitful living

Ponder this week:

1) What would you do if you had only one year left to live, only a short time in
which to make up for wrongs done and opportunities missed? How
important might that year be to you?

Scripture Readings:

Mon Deuteronomy 4-6; Mark 11:1-18
Tues Deut 7-9; Mark 11:19-33 Fri
Wed Deut 10-12; Mark 12:1-27 Sat
Thur Deut 13-15; Mark 12:28-44 Sun

Deut 16-18; Mark 13:1-20
Deut 19-21; Mark 13:21-37
Deut 22-24; Mark 14:1-26
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