
 
 

Can Tragedy Bring Great Joy? 
 

 
 

Acts 8:1-8  

And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great 

persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all 

scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the 

apostles. 2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great 

lamentation over him. 3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into 

every house, and haling [dragging away] men and women committed them to 

prison. 4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching 

the word. 5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ 

unto them. 6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things 

which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 For unclean 

spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: 

and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 8 And there was 

great joy in that city.  

 

Acts 1:8    

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye 

shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, 

and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

 

1.  A Grieving Community 

Acts 8:2   

And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation 

over him.  

 

1 Thessalonians 4:13    

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 

asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:17-20   

And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 18 Then they 

also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 19 If in this life only we have 

hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 20 But now is Christ risen from 

the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.  

 

John 16:20   

Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall 

rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.  

 

2.  A Great Persecution 

 

 

Acts 8:1 & 3  

And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great 

persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all 

scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the 

apostles… 3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every 

house, and haling [dragging away] men and women committed them to 

prison.  
 

Acts 7:55   

But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw 

the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 
 

3.  A Growing Vision 

Acts 8:4-8   

Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the 

word. 5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto 

them. 6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which 

Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 For unclean spirits, 

crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and 

many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 8 And there was 

great joy in that city.  
 

Romans 8:28   

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 

them who are the called according to his purpose. 
 

2 Corinthians 2:14   

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 

maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.  
 

Philippians 1:12-14    

But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which happened 

unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; 13 So that my 

bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places; 14 And 

many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much 

more bold to speak the word without fear.  
 

John 4:35   

Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say 

unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to 

harvest.  
 

Acts 21:8  

And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto 

Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was 

one of the seven; and abode with him. 
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