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PYP planner





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme: 


How the World Works


(Social Studies, PSHE, Science)





central idea:  


Natural disasters affect the world around us.





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


Presentations by groups on the findings of their research. All group members to have an active part in the presentation. (Summative)


Peer assessment of the presentations – look for 2 stars and a wish – 2 things that were good in the presentation and one thing to improve on next time.





By the end of this unit most children will be able to demonstrate knowledge of what a natural disaster is and the different types of natural disaster that occur around the world. They will have specific knowledge of hurricanes and how we can prepare locally for the hurricane season. They will be able to share this knowledge with children in other classes. They will also be able to describe the process of warning, event and aftermath in relation to natural disasters.


Some children will not have made as much progress and will be able to describe a hurricane in detail and explaing the necessary preparations for hurricane season. They will be able to show empathy for people involved in natural disasters around the world.\


Some children will have progressed further and will be able to describe at least one natural disaster type – other than a hurricane – in detail and explain how people are affected by it. They will be able to compare and contrast at least one other type of natural disaster with the hurricanes that can hit Cayman.





Class/Grade:     Year 6                       Age group:   9 - 11


School:   North Side Primary         School code:


Title: Look Out! Here Comes a Disaster


Teacher(s):  David Henry


Date:  


Proposed duration:    3 – 4 hours per week over 6 weeks





2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, and responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Form; causation; connection; perspective; responsibility.





What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?


what is a natural disaster


the causes and effects of natural disasters


how humans protect themselves against natural disasters





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?


What are natural disasters and their characteristics?


How can human protect themselves against natural disaster?


How do we respond to natural disasters?


How these natural disasters affect us?


How do natural disasters happen?


What are the roles of people in our local and global community? (red-cross, fire department, police, CUC, housing, social service, pastors, MLA, public warning systems, UN…)
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Planning the inquiry





3.  How might we know what we have learned? 


 This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills? What evidence will we look for?


As a class, the investigation will be done using (KWHL). Here students will list and discuss what they Know, what they Want to know, How will they find the information and reflect on what they have Learnt about natural disasters. 


What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry? What evidence will we look for?


Teacher will assess small groups’ discussions and actions leading to the final power point presentations, giving feedback on the process as it progresses. (Formative)


Students assess their own presentation and that of their peers after the presentations. This will be based on a rubric they will help to devise at the start of the topic.


Each group presenting a quiz after their presentation to assess audience learning.





4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


As a class students will brainstorm and document the impacts of natural disasters. 


The class will develop and maintain a glossary of terms related to natural disasters. 


Simulate, where possible, natural disasters, e.g. a hurricane using a fan and seeing the effects of surges on land and at and below sea level


Watch videos which show the movements of some natural disasters (e.g. using ICT)


In small groups students will discuss, research (including use of the internet), document and present creatively information on natural disasters and their impact on human life. This will involve illustrations; maps; diagrams; and written information.


Design various disaster related tools…first aid kit, boats, weather instruments, radios, houses from different materials…


Describe the functions of equipment/instrument used in disaster related circumstances





What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Research skills: use a variety of sources to find information about their theme (Inquirers)


Communication skills: listening and talking; reading and writing; presentation and discussion. (Communicators)








5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What peoples, map of places, listening the weather report, audio-visual materials, related literature/pictures related to natural disasters, music, art, computer software etc. will be available?


Text books / Reference books e.g.  Fire and Floods; Science Matters – Volcanoes, Jennifer Nault; Volcanoes, Leslie Dinaberg; Volcanoes, Merrilee Hooker; Earthquakes, Laura Conlon; Earthquakes, Barbara Collier; Twisters, Kate Hayden; Earthquakes, Seymour Simon; Hurricanes, Lorraine Hopping etc.


People (e.g.Ms Sarah, North Side; local shelter volunteer; member of the National Hurricane Committee)


Videos of natural disasters e.g on National Geographic website; www.sciencedaily.com


Websites: gamequarium.com; discovery.com; Encarta Kids; � HYPERLINK "http://www.fema.gov" ��www.fema.gov� ; � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk" ��www.bbc.co.uk�; � HYPERLINK "http://www.kidskonnect.com" ��www.kidskonnect.com� 


Vocabulary to be covered in this unit:  natural disaster, hurricane, tornado, cyclone, earthquake, volcano, eruption, meteorologist, seismologist, tsunami, drought,  flood, avalanche, preparation, preparedness, aftermath.





How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate inquiry?
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Reflecting on the inquiry





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of the students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry would be included.








How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.








What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary themes?





To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to?


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


In each case, explain your selection.
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Reflecting on the inquiry





8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.


How are natural disasters formed?


What are the main features of natural disasters?


How are natural disasters connected? 


What are the effects on natural disasters on human lives?


How can we prepare for natural disasters?


Should we have a natural disaster plan?


How can we secure our environment against natural disasters


Can we identify natural disasters before they happen?





At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.











What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.


Students will share their ideas for hurricane preparedness with the younger pupils during assembly.





 9.  Teacher notes
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