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PYP planner





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


Trans-disciplinary theme: Sharing Our Planet


                                                   


Central idea: The past influences the present








Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?





Students will plan and prepare a presentation that demonstrates their understanding.  The presentations should include evidence that the student is knowledgeable about one or more aspects of Greek life and can compare it with the modern day equivalent.





Class/grade:	 Year Six		Age group: 


School: 	North Side Primary			School code:


Title: Its all Greek to me


Teacher(s): D Henry


Date: May 25, 2008


Proposed duration: 12 hours over a duration of 6 weeks





2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Greek civilization has had impact on life today (Form)


Evidence from the past can help us to learn about life at that time (Connection)


The roots of our lives can be traced to the past (change/connection) 





What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?





Learning from historical evidence


Making comparisons – Now and then


How people lived long ago





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?


How did Ancient Greeks live?


What differences and similarities can we find between life then and now?


How has our civilization been shaped by that of the Greeks?





What must I teach the children so that they can answer the questions?


Primary and secondary sources and how to use them


Key features of Greek life


How to pose and research an inquiry


How to prepare a presentation 





Planning the inquiry
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Planning the inquiry





3.  How might we know what we have learned?


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


Through discussion, find out what children have:


learnt about the way of life of people from different cultures who lived in the distant past


considered some of the attitudes and values of people living in the distant past, their motives and the results of their actions compared the way of life today with that of people living a long time ago





What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?  


Assessed end of unit presentation by each student


By the end of the unit: 


most children will:�
know the ways the ancient Greeks influenced their own and others’ lives today; give reasons why the way of life in ancient Greece and life today are different in some ways; select and combine information from a range of sources to answer specific questions about the past; interpret an aspect of the lives of the ancient Greeks in order to recreate it; produce a summary of what they have found out, as a structured, extended piece of writing�
�
some children will not have �made so much progress and will:�
know about the way of life of the ancient Greeks; select information from individual sources to answer questions about the past; know that the ancient Greeks have influenced school life today; produce a structured summary of what they have learnt�
�
some children will have �progressed further and will:�
give reasons why we use ideas from ancient Greece today; compare and contrast the ancient and modern versions of the Olympic games; work independently to produce a structured account of the Greek legacy using dates and terms as appropriate�
�






4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Which Greek words do we use today and why?


Ask the children What does the word history mean? Record their suggestions and ask how they can find out the meaning of words.


Ask the children to find as many Greek words as they can and to produce a word bank or IT database with their findings. Set children the challenge of adding as many ‘Greek’ words as possible over the time they are working on the unit.


What similarities are there between ancient Greek schools and our school?


Ask the children to draw on their own experiences of school to work out the questions they need to ask to find out about the school life of children in ancient Greece. Discuss the children’s ideas and agree a set of suitable questions, eg Did all children go to school? How old were children when they started and left school? What subjects did they learn at school? What games did they play? What equipment did they have? List the questions on a large sheet of paper for reference.


Discuss with the children the types of sources of information that may have survived that can be used to help find the answers. Ask the children to decide which questions can be answered with the help of pictures and written descriptions of objects discovered by archaeologists. Ask the children to use available sources, eg texts, pictures and objects, to find answers to their questions, noting the sources used beside each question.


Ask the children to answer, in a paragraph, How was school in ancient Greece similar to and different from school today?


Discuss with the children why school life would have been different for ancient Greek children. Ask them to add another paragraph explaining the reasons for the differences.


How have the ancient Greeks influenced our buildings?


Introduce the children to Greek architectural features.


Ask the children to use a range of sources to make a collection of local and national buildings that show some ‘classical’ features. Ask the children to identify decorative features, eg column, capitals, and investigate the use of proportion and the Golden Rectangle. Discuss why this style of architecture has been used so widely in Cayman architecture.


What did the ancient Greek great thinkers contribute to our knowledge of history, geography and other school subjects?


Ask the children to use reference sources, eg encyclopedias, CD�ROMs, to find out about various Greek scholars and match them to their contributions. Discuss the children’s answers.





5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


Books, computer, digital camera, resource personnel, internet, charts, litter-pickers, gloves, garbage containers and bags





How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


Field Trip to DEH	School recycling project		Resource personnel





Vocabulary to be introduced in this unit: hamlet, village, town, city, settlement, north, south, east, west, distance, direction, key, symbol, homes, shops, roads, services, factory, buildings, transport, land use, air, damage, pollution


slopes, valleys, streams, soil


They may also use:


words specifically associated with the locality


words relating to the main physical and human features, land uses and occupations in the locality
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Reflecting on the inquiry





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.








How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.








What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?











7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


Develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


Demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


In each case, explain your selection.
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Reflecting on the inquiry





8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.








At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.








What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.














 9.  Teacher notes
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Resources





a dictionary that includes descriptions of the origins of words


a copy of the Greek alphabet for every child


pictures of Greek coins, inscriptions on buildings, memorials, vases and sculptures


a range of written and picture sources about school life and famous Greek scholars, eg Pythagoras, Euclid, Herodotus, Archimedes, Hippocrates


postcards or pictures of remains of ancient Greek buildings and of famous local or national buildings in classical style


video or printed material about the modern Olympic games


a classroom display including a labelled plan of the excavated remains of ancient Olympia





Key vocabulary


words associated with the study of ancient Greece, eg legacy, civilisation


words derived from the Greek language, eg alphabet, technology, history, geography, telephone


words associated with the passing of time, eg ancient, BC, AD


words associated with Greek architecture, eg sculpture, column, frieze, capital


the meaning and spelling of prefixes and suffixes derived from Greek








