












1. What is our purpose?        


To inquire into the following:


Transdisciplinary theme:        Who We Are








Central idea:      Religion, faith and belief in something is a fundamental part of human life and plays an important role in the world. 





Expectations 


       At the end of this unit


 


Most children will: be able to explain why Bible is important. Identify key symbols of Christianity. Identify the main symbols used in  Christianity. 





Some children will not have made so much progress and will: Describe the main features of a local place of worship. Describe the symbols, books and music.  Retell stories and give meaning to them.  





Some children will have progressed further and will: Compare the symbols and stories of two religions Christianity and another. 





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?  Project, Presentation, Students write five test questions for their own presentation. They assess  what classmates learned.   











2a. What do we want to learn?





What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


form- what is it?


function – how does it work?


causation – why is it the way it is?


change – how does it change?


connection – how is it connected to other things?


perspective – what are the points of view?


responsibility – what is our responsibility?


reflection- how do we know?





What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?


Why is religion important to the believer?


How does religion affect our lives?


How does religion impact on the believer?


What similarities or differences exist in religious practice?


How do Christians worship? 





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





How are these religions practiced ? (e.g. Christianity and two other religions)


Where are these religions practiced?


Why are the types of symbols used?


What is the name of the Holy Book?


What is its importance?


What type of art is used to show their faith?


Where do they worship? 





2b. What do I need to teach?


The impact of religion on/in our lives.


The impact of religion in our communities


Name and explore a range of worship and rituals in Christianity and one other religion noting similarities  and differences.


Explore how religious beliefs and ideas can be expressed through the arts- drama and communicate their responses.









































Vocabulary 


Christianity   Christians   worship   divine


Jews  meditation   Holy  Bible   Torah  Scroll


Muslims   Vedas  Hindus  Sikhs  Buddhists  Islam

















4. How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?





Objective					                Teaching Activities					Learning Outcomes


Name and explore a range			Resource person for example			Reporting or communicating


      of  worship and rituals in			Pastor, Rabbi, Priest, Muslim			- explaining your conclusions


      religion, noting similarities			will speak about their religion			using graphs, tables and  other


      where appropriate.				and significance to the believer.			methods. ( Science, Math, Art & Craft,


                                     											Social Studies)


	


Explore how religious beliefs                      The students will visit the synagogue 		Recording- writing down observations


and ideas can be expressed                          on Cayman Brac, and churches for 			using words, pictures, numbers etc.	     


            through the arts and communicate            example Adventist, Church of God,			( Math, Social Studies, Science)	


            their responses.                                            Baptist.	 


		 						Classifying – grouping things according


						           Power point presentation, Venn  			to their similar qualities such as shape, 


						Diagram highlighting similarities			size, colour, texture, materials and    						and differences.					and other things needed to carry out 													investigations and learn about religious


						Extension activities – working in 			practices. ( Math, Science, Social  Stud)


						Centers exploring religious symbols.		


             Manipulating – handling materials and  		 simple tools ( Science, Math, S. Studies)    





To watch video about different                                	Serial ordering – putting things in order						religion.						using selected properties such as num-   	                                                                                                                                                ber of synagogues, churches, mosque


						            Writing center where they respond to       		( Science, Social Studies, Math, Art&C


                                                      		video, books, reflection on information


                                                      		received from resource persons. 


                                    			   	DVD movies, Video cassettes.





3. How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


By the end of the unit most children will


Name and  explore a range of worship and rituals in Christianity and one  other religion, noting similarities and differences  where appropriate.


Explore how religious beliefs and ideas can be expressed through the arts and communicate their responses.





What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry? What evidence will we look for?


Students will demonstrate learning by way of presentation through drama, poster, art, poetry, song, models, place of worship, power point presentation. From these activities they will have


An understanding of the types of symbols used in religious practices.


An understanding or knowledge of the place of worship.





Conclusion Assessment:


Students write poems, songs, stories that expresses what faith means to them and its importance to them and mankind. 


Students create a play and dramatize in class/devotion depicting why religion is important to mankind.


Students write two paragraphs on the difference between learning about and learning from religion.


Cooperative learning: Project – in groups choose a religion and make a presentation using different media e.g. make a model, art or power point, and present to an audience – classmates.





 








What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?





Communication Skills


Listening to resource persons.


Verbal presentation in drama presentation and project.





Social Skills


Cooperative learning: sharing of materials, adopting a variety of group roles: in drama and music


Self Management


Tolerance for others whether they are alike or not. Whether they are of the same faith or not.


Wiliness to investigate to find answers.


Awareness  of religious practices.





5. What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


Religious Education for Primary Schools Book 4 ( For Grade 4 Pupils) by Bethune McLaughlin


Pastor, Muslim, churches, internet, Rabbi, Video, DVD, powerpoint presentation, artefacts. 





How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


Set up centers in the classroom.


Invite resource persons


Involve students in discussions.


Students go visiting churches, synagogues etc. 


Computer Lab for research purposes.





























6. To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


	


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea.  The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.





How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.





What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?




















7. To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?





What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


In each case, explain your selection.














8. What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.


At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to earn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.


























What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.























Class/grade:     5                                                         Age group:          9-10                                     


School:	West End Primary					School code                                       


Title:   Religions of the World


Teacher(s): Mrs. L. Cunningham


Date:  April 9, 2008


Proposed duration: (number of hours	) 12 hours.			(over number of weeks)        6 Weeks  		








9. Teacher notes











