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Title: What Makes Us Tick

Central Idea: Individuals are a collection of many systems that make us similar and/or unique.

What Children Will Learn:

· The students will name the major organs of the human body, such as the brain, the heart and the lungs. They will also identify the position of these organs in the human body. (Sc L4 p.15)
· The students will provide simple explanations for changes in humans, such as diet affecting the health of the human body. (Sc L3 p.15)

· The students will describe the conditions necessary to keep healthy. (Sc L3 p.15)

What Children Will Achieve:

By the end of this unit, most children will be able to:

· Name the major organs (brain, heart, and lungs) of the human body. (Sc L4 p.15)

· Identify the position of the major organs (brain, heart, and lungs) in the human body. (Sc L4 p.15)

· Provide simple explanations for changes in humans, such as diet affecting the health of the human body. (Sc L3 p. 15) 

· Describe the conditions necessary to keep healthy. (Sc L3 p.15)

Some children will not have made so much progress and will be able to:

· Name one of the major organs of the human body. (Sc L4 p.15)

· Identify the position of the brain. (Sc L4 p.15)

· Provide one simple explanation for changes in humans. (Sc L3 p.15)

· Describe one condition necessary to keep healthy. (Sc L3 p.15)

Some children will have made more progress and will be able to:

· Name the major organs of the human body including the brain, the heart, the lungs, the stomach, the liver, the intestines, the kidneys and the bladder. (Sc L4 p.15, Sc p.7)

· Identify the position of the major organs in the human body, including the brain, the heart, the lungs, the stomach, the liver, the intestines, the kidneys and the bladder.  (Sc L4 p.15, Sc p.7)

Key Concepts:

· Form – What is the human body like?

· Function – How does each major organ work?

· Causation – Why is the human body the way it is?

· Change – How is the human body changing?

· Connection – How is each organ connected to other body parts?

· Perspective – Which organ is the most important and why do you think so?

· Responsibility – What is our responsibility when trying to be healthy?

· Reflection – How do we know we need to keep our body healthy?

Lines Of Inquiry:
· Research the human body (organs, changes and health) on the internet.

· Collect data about each major organ in the human body and report findings.

· Explore a model of the human body and locate the major organs.

· Clarify existing ideas about keeping the human body healthy by examining food labels and fitness programs.

Questions:

· What does the human body look like (both inside and outside)?

· Where is each organ located?

· Who should take care of the human body?

· Why should we take care of the human body?

· When does each organ do its job?

· Which organ is the most important?

· How can we stay healthy?

· Does each human remain the same throughout a life time?

· Can we improve a specific human’s body? (like yours)

· Are all human bodies the same?

What I Must Teach:

 Children need to be able to:

· research on the internet

· collect data and report findings

· explore models and locate specific items

· classify and examine information

The Unit Of Inquiry will be a balance of teaching of knowledge, skills and concepts so that the children can be successful in their inquiry.

Vocabulary:

brain, heart, lungs, stomach, liver, intestines, kidneys, bladder, human, body, healthy, diet, labels, nutrients, exercise

How Might We Know What We Have Learned?

· Before the Unit Of Inquiry have a “Treasure Hunt” to assess the children’s prior knowledge and skills. (Treasure Hunt Instructions - Write the questions already stated in this document on index cards and hide them throughout the classroom. Have the children hunt for them and then respond to each question on a response sheet. Use the response sheet as a guide to your introduction of the Unit Of Inquiry.)

· During the Unit Of Inquiry have the children keep a portfolio of their research. Have them practice on-line games about the human body and its organs (see Website list below) under various conditions (whole class, small group, individually) and given time limits (depending on the interactive website).

· At the end of the Unit Of Inquiry have the children complete a hands-on model of the human body where they place the organs in their correct places. Also have the children complete an Interactive Assessment on the internet (see Website list below). A written objective assessment can be administered to check the children’s recall of facts learned in the Unit Of Inquiry. The children will turn in a written report on their findings throughout the Unit Of Inquiry and give an oral report on their knowledge of the topic “What Makes Us Tick.”  

How Best Might We Learn?

· Before the Unit Of Inquiry have a “Treasure Hunt” to assess the children’s prior knowledge and skills. (Treasure Hunt Instructions - Write the questions already stated in this document on index cards and hide them throughout the classroom. Have the children hunt for them and then respond to each question on a response sheet. Use the response sheet as a guide to your introduction of the Unit Of Inquiry.)

· Research the human body (organs, changes and health) on the internet. Go to Google and search images and web. Print whatever information needed to answer the list of questions from the “Treasure Hunt.”

· Collect data about each major organ in the human body and report findings. Use various sources – internet, encyclopedias, dictionaries, newspapers, magazines, textbooks, people, etc.

· Explore a model of the human body and locate the major organs. Use hands-on models and virtual models (see Website list below) under various conditions (whole class, small group, individually) and given time limits (depending on the interactive website).

· Clarify existing ideas about keeping the human body healthy by examining food labels and fitness programs.

Transdisciplinary Skills:

· Thinking Skills – Acquisition Of Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, and Evaluation
· Social Skills – Accepting Responsibility, Cooperating, Group Decision-Making, and Adopting A Variety Of Group Roles
· Communication Skills – Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing, Viewing, and Presenting 
· Self-Management Skills – Fine Motor Skills, Spatial Awareness, Organization, Time Management, Safety, and Codes Of Behaviour
· Research Skills – Formulating Questions, Observing, Planning, Collecting Data, Recording Data, Organizing Data, Interpreting Data, and Presenting Research Findings.
Learner Profile:

· Inquirers – The children will develop their natural curiosity. They will acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning.

· Knowledgeable – The children will explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance.

· Thinkers – The children will exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively. 

· Communicators – The children will understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively. They will work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.

· Principled - The children will act with integrity and honesty. They will also have a strong sense of fairness and respect for the dignity of the individual and groups.

· Open-Minded – The children will understand and appreciate themselves and they will be open to the perspectives and values of others. 

· Caring – The children will show compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others.

· Risk-Takers – The children will approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought.

· Balanced – The children will understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.

· Reflective – The children will give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience.

What Resources Need To Be Gathered?

· Internet (helpful websites:  http://www.innerbody.com/htm/body.html,  http://www.kidskonnect.com/HumanBody/HumanBody.html, http://www.scholastic.com/magicschoolbus/tour/tour.htm?body, http://vilenski.org/science/humanbody/hb_html/map.html, http://library.thinkquest.org/J001614F/, http://www.kidshealth.org/kid/body/, http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/humanbody/body/index_interactivebody.shtml, http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/interactives/systems.html, http://www.kscience.co.uk/animations/body.swf  http://yucky.kids.discovery.com/body/)
· Encyclopedias, Dictionaries, Newspapers, Magazines, Textbooks, and any other printed materials that may be useful

· People (children, parents, guardians, teachers, doctors, and any other adults in the community that may be helpful)

· School Supplies (paper, pencils, crayons, glue, scissors, coloured construction paper, etc.)

· The classroom will reflect what the Unit Of Inquiry is all about in terms of bulletin boards (with vocabulary words and questions to be answered), learning centres, and work stations.

                             [image: image3.jpg]



