















1. What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


Transdisciplinary theme


An inquiry into Who We Are:  An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human.


Central idea


A country is created by people coming together from other countries to share a common place, common ideas and create a common culture.  


Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


By the end of this unit most children will understand that they are all unique. Students will keep ongoing portfolios collecting information about their history including pictures. The teacher will keep checklists and notes for each child. Students will use a KWL chart to share what they know, what they want to know and what they learned. On the last day of the unit, students will participate in a history day where they will reenact the process of how we got here. Most students will be able to retell the historical events leading up to how they got here, using illustrations as appropriate showing awareness of the correct sequence of events during the history day.








2a. What do we want to learn?





What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


 Key Concepts: Causation, change, responsibility, perspective


 Consequences, adaptation, transportation & citizenship. 





What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?


Exploration of cultures


Analysis on the impact of our ancestors (Significant people) 





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





How does culture affect us?


What does the word ancestor mean?


How did our ancestor’s decisions affect our daily lives today?


What information do you remember about Christopher Columbus and the many shipwrecks that took place on our islands?


What form of transportation do you think was used mostly back in the olden days? Why?  


Why do you think people settled on our islands? (Think back to information learned last year.) 


What do you think our islands looked like long ago?


What are a hero / national hero?


What are some of the things heroes do?


Can you name any of our National Heroes? 	


From what you learned in Year 2, can you remember some of the festivals held in the Cayman Islands?


Why do we celebrate their festivals? 


What happens during these events?





2b. Expectations 


Most children will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of why people leave their homeland to settle in another country; 


H2 - Recognize obvious differences between past and present from photographs, objects or stories.


•They can carry out basic sorting and sequencing activities using pictures, objects or events from a story.


•They can retell the main events from stories in the past, using drawings, words (like yesterday, today, long ago then, now), simple phrases and sentences, to demonstrate understanding.


Students demonstrate factual knowledge of some of the reasons for settlement in Cayman, 


Students will also use pictures written sources and reconstructions to find out aspects of life in Cayman in the time of Columbus and compare with now; recall, select and organize historical information about early Cayman and use terminology appropriate to the period. 





Some students will not have made so much progress and will recognize that Cayman was settled a long ago and recall one or two reasons for the settlement. 


H1 •Students can recognise and talk about their own past, and about their family and community history.


•They can find out answers to simple questions about the past from sources of information.





Some students will have progressed further and will also be able to use dates relating to early Cayman settlement; have a clear understanding of why , how and when settlement began; understand some of the skills and characteristics that enabled sailors to be successful in discovering new countries; understand why some written sources give a negative view of the settlement of Cayman. 


H3 •Students observe or handle sources of information to find out how the past is recorded and remembered in different ways.


•They retell or write about a historical story, (using illustration as appropriate,) showing awareness of the correct sequence of events.


•They use measurements of chronological time such as weeks, month, year, decades and centuries.





What do I need to teach: 


Vocabulary: Ancestor, settlement, timeline, explore, catboat, homeland, Cayfest, festival, Arawaks, Caribs.  





Learning Objectives: Students should be given the opportunity to recognize how places have become the way they are, and how and why they are changing.  Students should also be given the opportunity to explore the key events and timelines in the early history of the Cayman Islands. They should also be allowed to explore the significant people of our islands. 





Possible Teaching Activities: Fieldtrip to Museum to view catboats. Students can build small replicas of catboats using clay, twigs etc and pretend they are sailing out to discover new land.  Talk to local fishermen about the things they would need to carry with them (maps, food, water.) Discuss why they can only carry certain foods.  Students can act out this in an assembly. Go online to the Cayman archives and read short passages about Columbus’ early voyages. Create a class timeline and have students add to it.  Show students pictures, drawings of Columbus’ ship and have them talk about how it withstood weather.  Using a map, trace Columbus’s voyage. Discuss the places he discovered.  Have students dress in olden day clothes and act like they have just landed on the island of Cayman Brac or an unknown location. Students can create a now and then picture book to compare and contrast the islands to before. Students can attend Cayfest activities and other festivals held on island.





Learning Outcomes: Students should foster a sense of belonging to the Cayman Islands. Students should acquire a wider and more detailed knowledge of the Caymanian history and Geography. Students should use appropriate words, phrases, captions or simple sentences and ICT to make captions for a display of history work.  














4. How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?





Internet Research on http://www.marlroad.com/


KWL chart 


Inquiry


Class discussions


Interviews with senior citizens 


Pictures


Maps


Posters


Museum trip (to view pictures) 


Magazine Archives 





What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?





Students will become more aware of who they are, who their ancestors are and what they did in order for us to be here. 


Acquisition of knowledge — Students will gain knowledge of specific facts and vocabulary of our history of our ancestors. 


Comprehension —Students will grasp meaning from the material learned, interpret and discuss this information.


Application - Students will use previous knowledge of Columbus and the significant people of our islands and apply and relate this information to the topic at hand.





Learner Profile 


Inquirers—Students will develop a natural curiosity for how we got here. They will acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research to show independent learning.


Open—minded—Students will understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories. 











3. How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”





What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?


What evidence will we look for? 





Students will be able to complete the K and the W part of the KWL chart.  Students will recall and retell events learned about our history and discovery through the form of a play.  �


Students will also take part in class discussions pertaining to the unit of inquiry. Answers to the teachers’ questions will assess student’s prior knowledge. 








What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?








Mastery of key concepts: Where our ancestors came from and how and why they came here.  Students will create their own timelines showing sequence and time of events.





Students will be able to recall information about our National Heroes. This will be assessed in the form of role play. Students will be asked to choose a national hero and pretend they are him or her describing themselves and what they did for the Cayman Islands. 





Students will know how to research for information about how we got here using the internet and history books.  (Archives) This will be assessed in the form of a book report. 














5. What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?





Transportation


Year 3 Social Studies Textbook (Cayman Primary Social Studies Textbook 3) Pages 48, 50, 55 and 56.


Internet - http://www.marlroad.com/


Maps


Interviews with older citizens (Ms. Diana, Mr. Tenson etc.)  (They can even bring in materials)


Nor’wester Magazine Archives 


Pictures of Christopher Columbus, James Bodden (statue in Grand Cayman), Sybil McLaughlin, William Bodden 


Horizon Magazine Archives 





How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?





Set up learning centers in the classroom – dress up, catboat making, writing center etc. 


Museum fieldtrip to view a catboat and other items from years ago


Display maps around the classroom to follow the travels of Christopher Columbus and our ancestors 


Display posters of significant people and discuss their contributions to our islands 


Interviews with ex Seamen and other older citizens to discuss catboats and how life was when they first came here 


Computer lab for research 


Visit Christopher Columbus Park celebrating 500 years of history of The Cayman Islands. Students can look at the wall of Honour and the people that contributed to the development of Cayman Brac. 




















6. To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


	


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea.  The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.





How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.








What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?



































7. To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?





What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


In each case, explain your selection.


























8. What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.


At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to earn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.


























What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.























Class/grade:        Year 3                                                      Age group:  7- 8 years old                                         


School:	     West End Primary			           School code:                                       


Title: We Got Here By Boat


Teacher(s): Miranda Levy


Date: April 30th, 2008


Proposed duration: (number of hours	) 90 minutes per week			(over number of weeks)       10 weeks   		








9. Teacher notes











