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PYP planner





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme: How We Express Ourselves


central idea:  Signs and symbols are used to communicate  


 


Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


In small groups students will use knowledge gain while exploring signs and symbols to develop a model size community. They will make it as real as possible and include important buildings, roads, trees, a compass rose and various signs you would normally see in a community (Information, safety, advertising, instruction, traffic, direction and warning signs)





After completing this model, each group will create map questions for the rest of the class to answer.   They will present their community to the rest of the class and explain what they did, which signs they used, why those signs were used, what message each sign gives, tell how these signs help us etc.





Student self-assessment:


Students will be given a self-assessment form entitled “Look What I Can Do”.  They will reflect on what they have learned and enjoy most about the unit and tell why. Students will sign the form and teacher will add comments about how the student did in this unit.





Class/Grade:  3                                      Age group: 7 - 8


School:    N.S.P.S.                                 School code:


Title: Signs and Symbols


Teacher(s):  


Date:  September 2007


Proposed duration:  6 Weeks             





2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?





form, function, causation, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection





What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?





An inquiry into:


Understanding why signs and symbols were developed


The way symbol systems are used in our lives today





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





What are signs and symbols?


Why are signs and symbols important and necessary?


How are signs and symbols used in our school, church and local community?


What materials are used to make signs and which are long lasting?


Where would you find signs and symbols?


Can signs and symbols make our community a safer place?


Which shapes are used for signs and which are most common?





Vocabulary: symbol, sign, compass, advertising, direction, warning, caution,
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Planning the inquiry





3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills? What evidence will we look for?


Teacher leads discussion to address teacher questions T1 – T7 – discuss the seven teacher questions.  Find out what students already know about signs and symbols.  List students’ responses.  


What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry? What evidence will we look for?


most children will:�
identify some key religious and environmental signs and symbols and some symbolic actions in a religious and secular context; talk about some of the beliefs or ideas which underlie them; discuss the possible meanings of some examples of symbolic language, eg words or phrases used by believers to describe God; come up with creative ways to improve their immediate surrounds; state 3  reasons why signs and symbols are important and how they are used in our lives today; understand the symbolism in the national flag and the importance of national symbols – what message are they giving? �
�
some children will not have made so much progress and will:�
describe and suggest meanings for some religious, environmental, road, traffic symbols, gestures and words;  �
�
some children will have progressed further and will:�
identify similar beliefs and ideas expressed symbolically in other religious or secular contexts, ie through symbols, actions, or words; use what they know to generate action on the part of government officials; independently create and design high quality signs; state 5 or more  reasons why signs and symbols are important and how they are used in our lives today  �
�






4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Teacher does a shared book lesson on road signs. T1, T2, T5, T6, T7.


Teacher provides a range of  sign, and symbols.  Students view, discuss and share what they know about these signs and decide what makes a good sign? E.g. colour, shape, wording, pictures, 


Discuss the different purposes of signs and symbols, eg. Information, safety, advertising, instruction and warning 


Talk about people in the community who have special needs and how they are helped by signs and symbols.  


Consider the flag, coat of arms and national symbols of the Cayman Islands – what do they represent and why are they important?





Students look around their school community and photograph all signs and symbols they can find.  They print these pictures and use them to interview the Years 4, 5 and 6 students in order to develop an understanding of student’s knowledge of signs and symbols.  Students use all the data they have gathered to write about and create graphs of what they discovered.  T6, T5


Students discuss location, colour and  materials used to make signs at our school. Decide whether the colour is appropriate, location is appropriate and materials used are durable and long-lasting or of poor quality.  They come up with a plan to improve signs at our school.  Visit a design company and get professional help to improve our school signs.   


Students will learn the names of and study the characteristics of regular polygons (3 sides -  8 sides), tour George Town and photograph road signs.  They will group signs according to shape,  create and answer questions based of signs found eg.  Which shape is most popular for road sign?


Students view pictures of several Christian symbols, eg a cross, dove, fish, halo, alpha and omega, chi-rho.  Students match the symbols to the meanings.  Visit a church after looking at pictures of symbols which can be found in the church.  Set the students off on a ‘symbol safari’, where they hunt for the symbols, note where they found them and suggest possible meanings of those they have discovered.  Make a class ‘symbol safari’ book.


In small groups create a model of a community.   Include important buildings, roads, roads signs, grass,  trees and a compass rose.  After completing this model,  each group  will create map questions for the other group members to answer. 6


Make a collection of photographs and illustrations of signs for a wall display.


Students will write a persuasive letter to the Minister of Transport, Cayman Road Authority to persuade him to improve the road conditions near our school.  Speed bumps could be built, pedestrian crossing needs to be repainted white or maybe a brighter colour. T6


Students will learn basic signing for greetings etc.T1, T2, T3, T5, T6





What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Communication skills – listening; speaking; asking questions; reading; writing; presenting. Sharing their work with others and explaining what they have learned. (Communicators)


Research skills - Finding out about signs and symbols in the community and what they are for.


(Inquirers)


Thinking skills – applying what they have learned in the context of creating their own signs for around the school. (Thinkers)











5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What peoples, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software etc. will be available?


A range of books including a Bible, a retelling of the story of Noah’s Ark and stories about how memories can be provoked by certain objects; the play Noah’s Ark.


Websites; supporting units from Standards UK; enchanted learning.com etc.


Visits a local church and a professional sign designing company


Pictures/posters/videos: large photos/pictures of people using non-verbal forms of communication; drawings of signs/symbols which can be found around the school or local community, pictures of religious symbols - a rainbow, dove, olive branch, cross, fish, halo, chirho; Manual for Traffic Signs; cameras


Materials to design/construct a community.


The ABC Drive!( Big Book Collections) by_Naomi Howland


Vocabulary to be developed during the unit: sign, symbol, represent, warning, shape, coat of arms, pictogram, communication, message, language.





 





How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate inquiry?
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Reflecting on the inquiry





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of the students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections o f all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.











How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.








What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary themes?





To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


In each case, explain your selection.
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Reflecting on the inquiry





8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.











At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.











What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.





 9.  Teacher notes
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