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PYP planner





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme: 


How we organize ourselves


central idea:  


(a) There are different places that are of importance to our community, that meet our individual needs.


(b) Communities have different places within them based on the needs of the people and the structure of the land. This makes them unique and interesting to visit.





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


Using a compass draw a compass rose in the playground showing the 8 cardinal points. Draw pictures of what you can see when facing in each direction.


Identify parts of a map on different types of maps.


Create a map of a fantasy Island.


Choose one district and create a picture book to show all the different places you can visit. Write what you like about each place. Include a map of the island showing where your district is in relation to the others.











Class/Grade:    Year 2                           Age group:   


School:      NSPS                           School code:


Title:    Our Island Home


Teacher(s):  Mrs Camille Stewart


Date:  


Proposed duration:    6 weeks





2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?





Form, function, causation, connection.





What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?





Understanding the similarities and differences in the different districts of the island


Cardinal directions


What a map is and how to use it for information


Places of importance on island especially for learning e.g. blow holes, turtle farm, historical sites, botanic park





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?


How do we know about direction? How does a compass help? Why is North Side so called?


What do we need to know about maps to be able to make sense of them?


What are the districts on Grand Cayman and how are they the same or different?








Planning the inquiry
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Planning the inquiry





3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills? What evidence will we look for?


Pupils will discuss a map of the island in relation to what they know about what is available on the island. e.g. where would we go for a supermarket? What places can you visit if you are want to learn about the island? A mind map or KWL chart could be completed and added to at the end of the unit to chart learning.


What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry? What evidence will we look for?


By the end of this unit most children will be able to describe a range of physical and human features of their locality; use appropriate geographical terms; offer appropriate observations about locations in the area; identify how people affect the environment; use a range of secondary sources including maps and first-hand enquiry. 


Some children will not have made as much progress and will respond to questions about where things are; ask and respond to questions about places and districts using information provided by the teacher; undertake simple mapping tasks demonstrated by the teacher.


Some children will have progressed further and will also use confidently a wider range of fieldwork and map skills; begin to appreciate the importance of location and offer explanations for physical or human features; ask their own questions and set up simple tasks to seek answers.





4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Classroom discussion on what are cardinal directions. Role play cardinal directions by moving to face different directions – what can you see now? Draw and label an 8 point compass


Classroom discussion on the parts of a map by looking at different examples of maps. Start with a world map and work through progressively larger scale maps until there area and school are identifiable. Talk about map keys and how they can be used to interpret maps.


Create a map of your own include a compass rose and a map key this could be a fantasy island and be used for story writing.


Discussion on what is a district and how many are in the Cayman Islands. Label a map of the districts and discuss how districts are the same and how they are different, including why some districts are more populated than others and how each district meets the needs of the individuals within them. 


Visit each district to look at human and physical features. Match ground photographs of different areas human and physical features to a base map of the island. Relate these to the visitor attractions that are in each district. In groups, create a picture book of one of the districts and present findings to the rest of the class.





What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Research Skills (Inquirers): Gather information from a variety of sources e.g. field trips, photographs, maps, magazines, websites etc.


Communication Skills (Communicator): Listening and talking; reading, viewing and presenting.


Social Skills (Caring): Group decision making and working.


Thinking Skills (Thinkers): Gaining knowledge and applying it to a group task.





5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What peoples, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software etc. will be available?


Websites e.g. Google Earth; � HYPERLINK "http://www.caymanislands.ky" ��www.caymanislands.ky�;  � HYPERLINK "http://www.caymanislands.com" ��www.caymanislands.com�; � HYPERLINK "http://www.cayman.com.ky" ��www.cayman.com.ky�; 


magazine articles; Cayman tourist information;


Globe; local maps of the districts; Map of the Cayman Islands; aerial and ground photographs; plan of North Side District.





How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate inquiry?


Children will make field trips to each of the districts to look at the human and physical features in each. They will take photographs to use in their group presentation. They will visit some of the tourist attractions and find out why they are in that particular place on the island e.g. the Botanic Park.
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Reflecting on the inquiry





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of the students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections o f all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.











How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.








What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary themes?





To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


In each case, explain your selection.
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Reflecting on the inquiry





8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.

















At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.











What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.








 9.  Teacher notes
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