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PYP planner





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme: 


Where we are in time and place





central idea:  


People use their five senses to discover the world around them.





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


By the end of this unit, most children will be able to:


Name the five senses


Classify objects by shape, color, and size


Estimate number of objects they can see, feel, in a given group


Some will not have made so much progress and will be able to:


Listen and respond to taped sounds and stories


Name a body part used for each sense


Compare and classify objects using only one sense


Some will have made more progress and be able to:


Match written text with illustrations of each of the five senses


Describe how each sense works


Summarize data on a graph





The teacher will keep photographic and anecdotal records in children’s running records and portfolios. A five senses rubric will be used to assess knowledge and understanding of the topic from the activities undertaken.





Class/Grade:  Year 1                                    Age group:   4-5 


School: North Side Primary School                                        School code:


Title: My Five Senses


Teacher(s):  Erica Daniel


Date:  May 23rd, 2008


Proposed duration:    6 Weeks





2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Senses are important and we learn best about our world when we use the five senses together. (connection)


To engage in sensible behaviour when investigating the senses. (responsibility)


The correlation of body parts and the senses. (function)


How can we care for our bodies in order to look after our senses? (responsibility)





What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?


The correlation of body parts and the senses.


How the senses create an awareness of our surroundings.


The effects of a diminished sense.


Why senses are important.





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





What are the senses and why they are important?


What do they do?


What do you wonder about your senses?


How can I care and protect my senses?


What does it mean to have a physical impairment?


How can I help someone with a sensory impairment?





Vocabulary- senses, dominant, disability, community, service, profession
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Planning the inquiry





3.  How might we know  what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills? What evidence will we look for?


Engage in discussions of what our five senses are and what we use them for.


Talk about people who have a sensory impairment – do the children know anyone in this position? Can they tell the class about that person?


Teacher and students together put what they know already on a KWL chart.


What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry? What evidence will we look for?


Listen to students’ perceptions of what the senses are and what they are used for in discussion sessions.


Observe and note students’ ability to explain to other students what sense they are using during the sense-sational party activities.


Students knowledge of sensory impairment and how this can be overcome – demonstrate sign language e.g.


Note students’ contributions to the Big Book story which demonstrate their understanding of the sense/s being described.








4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Talk about caring for the senses e.g.eyes – never look directly at the sun


Play games that involve looking carefully and memory games


Create a smell chart and talk about smelling things safely 


Discuss what it would be like if they could not smell, see, hear or taste and be empathetic to others with an impairment.


Encourage children to predict the tastes of foods and find words about taste such as sweet, sour, salty, bitter.


Sort fruit and vegetables into colours. For example, discuss whether all yellow foods taste the same.


Make a texture collage and a touch chart. Talk about touching things safely.


Create a class Big Book on the Five Senses


Make or purchase a tape with everyday sounds, play them back, and guess the sounds. Cut out pictures of animals. Discuss the different sounds they make.


Have a sense-sational party and invite other classes in to learn about the theme


What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Research skill: Students will find out about the five senses from experiments and stories.


Social skills: Students will explore how people with sensory impairment manage to live without that sense.


Thinking skills : Acquisition of knowledge, comprehension and application.





5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What peoples, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software etc. will be available?


General Practitioner, Dentist, and an Optometrist


Books: Touch That! Smell It! Tastes Good! Look Here! And Hear This! By Sally Hewitt My Five Senses By Aliki Here are my hands By Bill Martin Jr. 


Polar Bear, Polar Bear what do you hear? By Bill Martin Jr. Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What do you hear? By Eric Carle


Provide a variety of foods to be tasted and aromas to smell. Include an assortment of objects with different textures to be explored and distinct things to hear and respond to. Design and display a selection of things that can be described, illustrated, classified, counted and graphed. 


How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate inquiry?


Create learning centers around the lines of inquiry stated in the unit.
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Reflecting on the inquiry





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of the students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections o f all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.











How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.








What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary themes?





To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


In each case, explain your selection.
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Reflecting on the inquiry





8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.

















At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.











What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.








 9.  Teacher notes


In addition to shortening the teacher questions, there are a few recommendations that are proposed for next year. A list of books that can support this unit should be readily available for use by the class. The school could purchase these books and store them instead of relying on library checkouts as the books may not be on the shelves when they are needed.  Next year, plan to retain the professional advice of trained medical personnel and ensure that they visit and talk to the class on how to care for their five senses. Far too often children insert things into their nostrils or ears and underestimate the value of vision. Many 3-D projects were made that supported the development of this unit and these can be presented upon request.
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