












1. What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


Transdisciplinary theme: Who We Are





Central idea: There are many kinds of families in the world and all of us belong to a family.





An inquiry into:


The nature/characteristics of a family.


The relationships between family members


The ways families are alike and different 


The roles and responsibilities that come with being part of a family 


How family members interact with one another.


Expectations 


At the end of this unit:


Most children will define a family, identify family members, talk about why people live in a family, have different roles and compare/contrast similarities/differences among families. (SO L1)


Some children will not have made so much progress and will be able to identify members of a family and their roles.(SO L1)


Some children will have progressed further and will also be able to explain the types of families and compare roles in the family with roles in school.


            (SO L1)





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


Portfolio on family, make models of family members, role-play








2a. What do we want to learn?





What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Form, causation, connection





What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?


The nature/characteristics of a family.


The roles of a family 


Responsibilities of family members.





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





What is a family? (form)


Who are the members in a family? (form)


Who are your parents/grandparents? (form)


What are the roles of a family? (responsibility)


In what way are families alike and different? (form)


How do different families celebrate? (connection)





2b. What do I need to teach?


         Composition of a family.


         Roles of the family and roles in school.


         Responsibilities of family members


         Explore different types of families for example large, small,            


          single parent, 


         Activities  and celebrations of the family.


         Families differ by country.














Vocabulary 


In this unit, children will use:


Family, father, mother, sister, brother, grandmother, grandfather, aunt, uncle, cousin, food, clothes, shelter, care, love, helping, recreation, celebration, adoption. 




















4. How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?





Objective					Teaching Activities					Learning Outcomes


Children should learn:                                  Discuss the term “family.”                                          Classify/group things that are same/different.


What a group is for example,           Observe pictures to deduce                                        Know what a family is.


Family, class                                             the functions and types of                                          Understand the function of the family.


The functions of the family.             families.                                                                        Know the members in a family.


The members in a family                  Collect picture of their families                                  know the activities  a family participates in.


The types of families                         to make a portfolio entitled


  Activities the family participates in.    “My Family.”























What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?





Develop an appreciation of family.





Communication skills


Listening to each other – stories, poems.





Social Skills


Cooperative learning/sharing materials, group presentations.





Self Management


Wait their turn to speak.


Awareness of different types of families.





3. How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


Questioning, drawing, discussions, make models, role-play, compose poems/songs


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?


What evidence will we look for?





End of Unit Test, observation checklist, portfolio to reflect knowledge of their own family and other families, role-play to reflect an understanding of extended and alternate family members.











What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?


If they can define the term family?


How well they can name family members


If they can draw pictures to show a family


How well they can compare/ contrast similarities/differences in a family.


If they can tell the roles of the family.


If they can tell the responsibilities of family members.














5. What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?





Poems – When Daddy walks with Jean and me.


Picture on different kinds of families – internet


Pictures of their family/album


Multimedia projector for power point presentation to show family activities


Story – Mommy’s bed, Families Are Different by Nina Pellegrini.


Textbook – Creative Resources for the Early Childhood Classroom by Judy Herr and Yvonne Libby.


Websites – � HYPERLINK "http://www.KIDiddles.com" ��www.KIDiddles.com�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.teachernet.com" ��www.teachernet.com�, 








How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


Pictures, their families, family tree, family fun night/reading night, computer lab – internet, classroom family bulletin board..


























6. To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


	


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea.  The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.





How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.








What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?



































7. To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?





What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


In each case, explain your selection.


























8. What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.


At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to earn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.


























What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.























Class/grade:        Year One                                      Age group:    5 - 6                                           


School: West End Primary						School code                                       


Title: I belong to a family


Teacher(s): Caveen Brown-Stewart


Date: April 28, 2008


Proposed duration: (number of hours	) 12 hours			(over number of weeks)      6 weeks    		








9. Teacher notes











