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Planning the inquiry
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PYP planner





Class/Grade:           Reception                       Age group:  3Y9M


School:    NSPS                           School code:


Title: Sharing and Caring


Teacher(s): B. Swaby 


Date:  


Proposed duration:  6 weeks    





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:  sharing and caring


transdisciplinary theme:  


How we organize ourselves


central idea:  


We make our home, class, school and community a better place if we care and share.


Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


Assessment rubric:


By the end of this unit most children will understand that our words and actions show that we care and share. They will be able to demonstrate this in their interactions with others and in their role-play of different home and community scenarios. Also they will understand that they are unique individuals who have a communal role to play.


Some will be further ahead and will be able to discuss people who help and care for us in our families, in our school and beyond.


Some will not have made as much progress and will show/say how they can care for others and why they need to share.


Summative assessment task: 


Show photos/create scenarios and has students explain their understanding of them and give ways to resolve them e.g. 2 children fighting over a toy.


Formative Assessment:


Learning logs- each day children are provided with a picture of children at work or play. Connections to their roles within the classroom and how their actions show they are a caring sharing class member. Teacher conference with the child to write student responses. Log should show growth of understanding.


Self assessment:


 Children will show self assessment of their sharing caring behavior 3 times a day by way of raising hand high, mid and low after reflecting on their own behavior.





2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, and responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


How I relate to and how I am affected by the actions and words of others (connection)


What do I need to do to show that I am a caring and sharing person? (responsibility)


How do other people help me and how do I help them? (function and perspective)





What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?


Who does what for whom in my family, my class, and my school and in my community?


How can I make and keep friends?


How can I help others?





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?


What part do I play in my family, class and school?


What are my needs in relation to other people?


What does it mean to be a part of a family?


What does it mean to have friends?


Who are some of our community helpers and what do they do?


What can I do to help others at home, in class, in school and in my community?





Vocabulary: share, care, forgive, considerate, turns( take turns, my turn, etc) 
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4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Develop a sense of sharing and caring through stories, pictures, and circle time activities. Practice cooperation and respect.


Become familiar with class, school, family and community and the rules that govern us and begin to instill the responsibility that goes with that.


Build resource files for various community helpers, talk about their roles.





Develop confidence and give students some responsibility.





Circle time - “ask the expert” - practice problem solving; discuss how people in our family, school and the community help us.


Photos- how I am unique – child of the week display/discussion


Match people who help us with their particular tools/equipment and use them in role-play situations.


What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Social skills – cooperating, caring, sharing, accepting responsibility, respecting others.


Communication skills – listening, speaking, role-play.


Thinking skills – applying knowledge of caring and sharing to real situations involving themselves and their interactions and also to pictures and scenarios.





3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills? What evidence will we look for?


Entry level assessment, observation and interaction - find strengths and weaknesses.


Engage in discussion about how we show that we can care and share and why we need to do this.


Role-play people who help care for us.





What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry? What evidence will we look for?


Noting responses at play when in groups or independently.


Observing their ability to assimilate important facts and experiences.


Noting responses to questions and instructions.


Noting responses to stories and poems.


Creating situations for students to practice sharing and caring.


Creating scenarios and pictures for children to talk about caring and sharing.





5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What peoples, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software etc. will be available?


Family photos and photos/ pictures of scenarios e.g. children fighting over a toy. Stories and poems about sharing and caring e.g. Caring, Sharing and Getting Along (50 poems) by Betsy Franco; Words Are Not for Hurting by Elizabeth Verdick; Share and Take Turns + Talk and Work it Out + Join in and Play + Be Polite and Kind (and others on this theme) all by Cheri J Meiners; It’s Mine by Leo Lionni; Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister. Collections of outfits and tools/equipment for role-playing people who help us e.g. nurse, doctor, fireman, policeman etc.


How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate inquiry?


Walk - get to know our surroundings i.e. what and who is in our community. Parents who hold those positions of nurse, ambulance driver, firefighter etc. Have come visit us for circle time.


Vocabulary to be developed in this unit: care, share, cooperate, respect, kind, gentle, friend, job, help, give, polite, manners, take turns.
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6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of the students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections o f all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.











How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.








What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary themes?





To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to?


Develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


Demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


In each case, explain your selection.
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 9.  Teacher notes








8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.

















At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.











What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.
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