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PYP planner





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:  I belong


transdisciplinary theme


Who we are





central idea


Children will recognize that they are unique individuals and should develop an understanding of how their families function, renew their appreciation for various family members and recognize that they belong to an extended family-class, school, a country.








The more the children feel that they belong, the more secure they will feel and the more willing they will be to take risks in their learning








Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?





Most children will understand that the class has rules and routines.  They will begin to take turns and share experiences.  They will be able to talk about photos of their activities, locations and families.  They will be able to distinguish simple bodily features.





The teacher will keep photographic and anecdotal records in children’s running records.





Class/grade:	Reception		Age group: 3 - 4


School: 	NSPS			School code:


Title: 


Teacher(s):  Larisa Schofield


Date:  18 September 07


Proposed duration: number of hours	 over number of weeks





2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Belonging to a family, class, school.  Feeling comfortable in class/school


Sharing and caring


Taking some personal responsibility


What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?





Build profiles of families and locations so that children can recognize and talk about key features


Establish routines that children understand


Develop a sense of belonging through sharing stories and photos, bonding activities, circle time and parachute games





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





Who am I?


Who looks after me?


What it means to belong to a family?


What it means to belong to a class?


How do I help other people?








Planning the inquiry
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Planning the inquiry





3.  How might we know what we have learned?


By the end of this unit, most children will be able to:


Describe the main features and routines of the school and class


Listen and respond appropriately to simple instructions


Play happily with each other


Begin to take turns and respect other children’s contributions


Some will not have made so much progress and will be able to:


Know the locations they need to use in school


Play independently and alongside others


Listen and respond to simple questions


Some will have made more progress and be able to:


Take responsibility for simple tasks in the classroom


Help with the organization of activities


Begin to initiate play





What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


See baseline assessment which will be used as an ongoing tool to build up a picture of each child, their strengths and weaknesses


What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?


Noting their responses to different situations


Can they play independently?


Alongside each other?


With each other?


Noting their responses to different stimuli – story, music, tactile, physical


Do they listen and engage – for how long?  Which experiences/stimuli hold their attention for longest


Noting their response to questions and instructions


Listen, respond, engage and follow simple instructions


Can they recall experiences?





4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Walk-about – getting to know the school and people in it


Look at photos – me as a baby and now


Look at ourselves in the mirror


Link names with a symbol


Circle time – taking turns


Guess who I am


Teddy comes to school


Teddy Bear’s picnic


Teaching Teddy to run, jump, climb


Making a home for Teddy


Foot and hand prints





What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Develop appreciation of family and friends


Begin to instill the rules and responsibilities of being members of a class





5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


Parents and family.  Counting songs and rhymes.  Parachute.  Circle time.  Teddy bear and other soft toys.  Balance beams, climbing frame, balls and hoops.  Counters.  Name cards with symbols


How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


Familiarization with classroom, toilet and bathroom routines, school walk-about.  Meet the teachers and children in  our school.





Vocabulary:  <<my name>> <<other children’s names>>  <<adults’ names>> Mummy Daddy Teacher Friend home school class
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Reflecting on the inquiry (To be completed after teaching the unit)





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.








How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.








What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?











7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


In each case, explain your selection.
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Reflecting on the inquiry (To be completed after teaching the unit)





8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.








At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.








What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.














 9.  Teacher notes
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