












1. What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


Transdisciplinary theme: Sharing the Planet


Central idea: We share our world with animals.


Expectations 


      At the end of this unit 


Most children will: form the conclusion that certain groups of animals need people to help care for them. (SL1)


Some children will not have made so much progress and will: be able to identify some animals that make good pets, while others live on a farm or at the zoo. (SL1)


Some children will have progressed further and will also: Begin to observe, recognize and describe a range of animals and understand their needs. (Approaching L1)


Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


Create three groups of students that will work together to do a mini presentation. Have them pretend to be farmers, vets and zookeepers. Have each group research and find out as much information as possible about the group that they are representing. Then have students do a mini presentation where they dress up and present what they have learned. 


Observe how students care for their class pet. 


Have students bring a stuffed animal to school for the day. During the day they will care for the animal as if it were real. The stuffed animal will go everywhere with them throughout the entire day. 


To keep our animals safe we will build kennels for them to stay in while we are in class. 


Observe how students care for and  pay attention  to their stuffed animals. 


*Note: Be mindful of the hygiene and safety issues if a real pet is brought into the class.











2a. What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Animals are kept by humans for several different reasons.(Function)


Certain animals depend on humans for survival.(Causation & Responsibility) 


As animals grow their needs change. (Change)


Humans share the earth with animals. (Connection)





What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?





Inquiry into life on a farm.


Inquiry into how we care for animals.


Establish the conditions under which an animal needs to live. 


Inquire into why certain animals live in different locations.


Different interactions between humans and animals.











What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





Who would like to explain why we need to take care of animals on farms?


Who would like to explain why we need to take care of animals in a zoo?


Who would like to explain why we need to take care of animals that we keep as pets?


Do animals need anything from people?


Why do animals need these things?


Why are some animals kept on farms?


Why do we keep some animals as pets and not others?


Why are some animals kept in zoos?


Do you think its right to keep animals in zoos? 


Why do people have to take care of these animals?


What is required to look after pets?





2b. What do I need to teach?


Sequencing skills


In-still a healthy respect for all animals.


Basic safety tips when dealing with animals.


Basic hygiene tips when handling animals.


Compare and contrast different types of animals and their environment.


Research skills.


Observation skills.


How to read a picture graph.
































Vocabulary / Instructional Language 





Farm, pets, zoo, animals, dangerous, care, food, water, shelter, stable, barn, kennel, farmer, feed, love, vet, clinic, sick, respecting, zoo, zookeeper, cages and environment.




















4. How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Bring a pet to school for the day (stuffed animal).


Students will create a pet clinic in the classroom.


Students will create a diorama of a zoo, pet clinic and farm.


Students will create a scrap book of their visit to the farm and Vet’s office.


Visiting and exploring a local farm. 


Taking a virtual tour of an online zoo. (See websites in Section 5)


Asking a vet to come and talk about pet care.


Watch videos about zoos and farms. (Barney’s trip to the Farm)


Students will read stories about farms, zoos and pets.








Objective�
Teaching Activities�
Learning Outcomes�
�
Students will understand that certain groups of animals need to be taken care of by people.


�
Visiting the pet clinic. �
In-still in children that animals are to be loved and respected.


�
�
Complete a survey


What kind of pet do you have? Description, size, shape, etc. pictures of their pets. 


�
Picture graph of the different pets.�
How to collect data to make a picture graph.�
�
Plan a tea party with a pet stuffed animal.


�
Making invitations and planning a menu�
Contribute to the success of the tea party.�
�



What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?





Creativity: Pretending to be vets, farmers and animal owners.


Social skills: Respecting others while sharing stories and during experiences while working together.


Research skills: Observing, planning interpreting and formulating questions.


Communication skills: Listening, speaking, reading, writing and presenting.


Thinking skills: Comprehension and acquisition of knowledge.


Respect and Responsibility: For pets and class discussions














3. How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?


What evidence will we look for?


Have a grand discussion on the animals in our lives, our pets. Have students share stories about their pets and what they need to live happy and healthy lives. Decide on a class pet. Purchase and set routines.


Find out if anyone has ever been to the zoo or the vet’s office before and have them share their experience. Question students to determine if they understand why animals are kept in cages at the zoo. Also ask students to share why their pet had to be taken to the vet’s office.











What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?





Students’ realization that animals that live in zoos, on farms and with us as pets need humans to care for them.


Students’ understanding that each of these groups of animals require different care that certain people provide for them.


Have students generate a checklist of the things that they will need to do during the day to ensure that their pet is properly cared for.


Observation: Can the children explain why animals need to be cared for? Were they able to care for their pet?


Have students become “teachers” and “teach” an adult how to care for a pet.


 








5. What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


Local farmers, vets, zoo video, video of life on a farm (Barney’s Video, On The Farm), video of a vet at work, video of a zookeeper at work, vet field trip, a field trip to a farm, farm books (Click, Clack, Moo Cows That Type, The Usborne Book of Farmyard Tales, Spot Goes to the Farm, Down on The Farm, Where are my Chicks? This is the Farmer, Inside a Barn in th Country & Farmer Gorff and His Turkey Sam), Pet books (Rosa’s Parrot, The Perfect Pet & The Great Pet Sale), and zoo books (Going to the Zoo), someone from the Humane Society could come in and discuss proper pet care, a checklist for caring for pet stuffed animal prior to bringing them to school. 


� HYPERLINK "http://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/" ��http://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/� (excellent site – video cams in animal cages)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.virtualzoo.org/" ��http://www.virtualzoo.org/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.online-zoo.com/" ��http://www.online-zoo.com/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.kbears.com/farm/chicken/index.html" ��http://www.kbears.com/farm/chicken/index.html� (excellent site - animated farm animals and real-life animal sounds)











How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?





We will work together to transform our classroom into a vet’s clinic, a farm and a zoo in different corners of the class. Students will bring stuffed animals and plastic toys to arrange in these centres. 


We will visit local farms and see which animals are reared on the Brac.


We will visit the vet’s office.
































6. To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


	


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea.  The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.





How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.








What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?



































7. To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?





What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


In each case, explain your selection.


























8. What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.


At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to earn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.


























What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.























Class/grade:  Reception                                             Age group:   3.9 to 5                                            


School: C & SB Primary				School code                                       


Title: Animals around Us				Subject Focus:  Language Arts, Social Studies and Science


Teacher(s): Miss Melanie Scott


Date:  30th April, 2008


Proposed duration: 14 hours			(over number of weeks)    6 weeks      		








9. Teacher notes
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