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C O L L E G E  O F  T H E  M A R S H A L L  I S L A N D S

BOARD RESOLUTION-No: 2023- 031

"A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE NEW POLICY #397: High School Equivalency
Programs Graduation 397"

WHEREAS, The Board of Regents of the College of the Marshall Islands given the

responsibility under the CMI Act 1992 to "approve such policies and standards as it may deem
necessary for the effective operation of the College,"

A n d

WHEREAS, the proposed policy formalizes existing practice at the college,

A n d

WHEREAS, the Learning Environment and Academic Policy Committee and Executive

Council have recommended the policy,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:
That the College of the Marshall Islands Board of Regents approves Policy 397: High School

Equivalency Programs Graduation.

I, Kathryn Relang, Chair of the Board of the College of the Marshall Islands, do hereby certify

that the above is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted at the meeting of the Board of

Regents of the College of the Marshall Islands on December 5, 2023 at which a

quorum was present and voted.

Kathryn Relang

Chair, Board of Regents

College of the Marshall Islands
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H i g h - S c h o o l  E q u i v a l e n c y  P r o g r a m s

Graduat ion  Po l icy
S t a t u s : A c t i v e

Ef fec t i ve  Da te : December 5, 2023

Approval Date: December 5, 2023
S t e w a r d : Board of Regents

Approval Authority: Board of Regents

Po l i cy  S ta temen t

In order to be eligible for graduation and conferral high school equivalency diploma, students
must meet the following requirements:

1. Complete all requirements specified in the approved program sheet for the high school
equivalency diploma programs

2. Have a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or above in courses taken at the CMI

High School Equivalency programs
3. Submit  the Appl icat ion for Graduat ion
4. Pay for the graduation fee

CMI employees will advise and assist students in meeting these requirements. However, the
final responsibility for meeting them is on the students.

Reasons for  the Pol icy
This policy maintains the integrity of the college's high school equivalency program by
specifying the terms of and requirements for graduation.

D e f i n i t i o n s

Program Shee t
The program sheet is the list of course and credit requirements for the high school
equivalency diploma program. Program Sheets include program specific grade
requirements of a C or even B or better in all courses
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In order to graduate, the students must complete all the courses listed in the program sheet.

Statements of  Elaborat ion of  Pol icy

C a t a l o g  Y e a r

To be eligible for graduation, students should complete the requirements listed in the program

sheet published for the academic year during which they first admitted. Re-admitted students

will complete the requirements listed in the catalog for the academic year during which they

were readmitted.

If required courses are no longer offered due to changes in the program, students may be able
to complete their requirements via course waiver and substitution.

Conferral of Diplomas
Resolutions to confer degrees and certificates shall be considered by the Board of Regents
at least twice annually, once after the conclusion of the spring semester and once after the
conclusion of the summer semester. Under special circumstances, the Board may entertain

resolutions at other times of year.

G r a d u a t i o n  C e r e m o n i e s
Only students who have completed the requirements for their high school diploma may
participate in the graduation ceremony. The college's Adult Basic Education main graduation

ceremony shall  be held on Majuro Atol l  fol lowing the conclusion of the spring semester. CMI
Centers may hold graduat ion ceremonies at  the same t ime of  year.  Students who have
completed their program requirements on Majuro may elect to participate in the ceremonies at
other locations. Cohorted programs that conclude during the summer semester or have other
special characterist ics may hold their own graduation ceremonies with the permission of the

pres ident .  Add i t iona l  ce lebra t ions  no t  labe led  as  g raduat ion  or  commencement  ceremonies

may be held without such permission.

G r a d u a t i o n  H o n o r s
The graduate with the highest GPA shall be recognized as the valedictorian and the student
with the next highest GPA shall be recognized as the salutatorian. Only courses taken in the
high school equivalency program will count for the calculation of the GPA for graduation honors.

The valedictorian should complete all required credits from the program and more than one

student may be recognized in a case of a tie.

The following honors will be noted in the program:
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Students that earn the highest score in each of the course will also be recognized with
special awards.
Honors List - students with the highest GPA.

Graduation Regalia
The High School equivalency program graduates will wear yellow regalia. Graduates on the

Honors List or earning special awards may wear a green honor cord.

Deferra l  or  Graduat ion in  Absent ia

Students who are unable to at tend thei r  graduat ion ceremony may e lect  to  defer  to  the
f o l l ow ing  yea r ,  have  a  p roxy  pa r t i c i pa te  on  the i r  beha l f ,  o r  g radua te  i n  absen t ia ,  w i th
graduation in absentia being the default.

Physical Degrees and Cert i f icates

The printed high school equivalency diploma shall be available one month after the graduation
ceremony. Students must have fulfilled all financial obligations before receiving the diploma. A
letter confirming graduation will be issued to the graduate. The name of the diploma shall match
the name in the student's official record. Name changes requested after the end of the
semester in which the student completes their requirements may not be reflected on the printed
degree or certificate. Replacement copies will require a fee.

Posthumous Degrees and Cert i f icates

The Board of Regents may elect to confer a posthumous degree or cert i f icate on a student
who has died while enrolled and on track to graduate. In this case, the student's name will be
included in the graduation program, and the physical degree or certificate will be given to the
student's next of kin. There will be no further requirements for application or clearance forms.

Cross References to Related Pol ic ies and Regulat ions

Policy 361: Grades and Grading

R e s p o n s i b l e  O f f i c e r

Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs

Dean of WAVES
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Key Off ices to Contact Regarding the Policy and i ts
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n

Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs, Dean of WAVES, ABE Chair and Department
Faculty and Office Manager

P r o c e d u r e s

1 . During the first half of each spring semester, the Office Manager will compile a list of
candidates who will be eligible for graduation by the end of the semester.

2.  The Of f ice  Manager  w i l l  contac t  these s tudents  and the i r  adv isors  to  ensure that

students understand their requirements for graduation and that they complete the
Application for Graduation.

3.  In order to be el ig ib le to part ic ipate in the graduat ion ceremony, students should
complete the Application for Graduation and pay the graduation fee at least one month

pr io r  to  the  g raduat ion  ceremony.  S tudents  who do  no t  app ly  by  tha t  da te  may
participate on a space available basis or may graduate in absentia.

4. Students who apply for graduation but do not complete their requirements that semester

do not need to apply or pay the fee a second time.
5.  For  cohor ted  programs conc lud ing in  the  summer  semester ,  the  depar tment  cha i r

responsible for the program wil l  work with Chairs and the Office Manager to produce the

list of candidates.

6. At the end of the spring and summer semester, the responsible Chairs and the Office
Manager wi l l  prov ide the conf i rmed l is t  o f  s tudents who have completed thei r
requirements to the Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs who will review the

list and prepare it for presentation to the Board of Regents.

7. The main graduation ceremony on Majuro shall be planned by a committee chaired by
the Program Chair or an assigned staff. Planning for ceremonies at the CMI Centers

shall be led by the Center Directors, Coordinators. Deans responsible for programs that
have special ceremonies will typically also have responsibility for those ceremonies.

Date of Initial Policy:

Date(s) of Any Revisions:

D a t e

D e c e m b e r

Dr.  El izabeth Swita j ,  Inter im President


