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Inter-Primary Sports 
Congratulaions to all our athletes who gave their best on Friday at the Inter-Primary School Sports. Although we were not in the running for a win, our students out every effort in to their events and we are very proud of them. The winner overall was Sir John A Cumber Primary School with Red Bay Primary coming a close second.  
Annual Leaving Ceremony

In line with the Ministry of Education’s direction, our annual leaving ceremony for the Year 6 students will take place during the school day this year. It will be held on Wed., June 29th at 10am. The venue has still to be confirmed. We hope that parents will be able to make the necessary arrangements to allow them to attend. More information to follow.

Field Trips and Visitors…
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Y3 visited the Cayman National Museum on Mon., Mar. 28th as part of their last IB Unit of Inquiry, Picture This. The children were looking at a range of photographs and pictures of life in Cayman in the past. The theme was “Every Picture Tells a Story” and the students had to look carefully at the pictures and work out the “story” that it was depicting. Making use of first hand documentary evidence is an important skill for historians and the students enjoyed the experience immensely. 
PTA Update

Many thanks to all parents who attended the PTA meeting on Mon., Mar. 28th. Following a presentation from Mrs. Rattray about homework, there was a lively discussion about homework issues. One of the things that emerged was the need for more information about how Mathematics is taught so that parents can support the work that their children are asked to do at home. The Senior management team and our Mathematics co-ordinator will look at ways in which this can be achieved. In the meantime, there is a very good book which explains the new methodology for parents which you might be interested in obtaining. It can be ordered through Book Nook – there is a wait time of 2 – 3 weeks and it costs $17.50. It is called “Maths for Mums and Dads – Take the Pain out of Maths Homework” by Rob Eastaway and Mike Askew (ISBN 978-0-224-08635-6). At present we have one copy of the book in our library and this can be leant to parents on a “first come - first served” basis. We will order more copies as soon as we are able to. Please also see the “Maths Moment” feature in this newsletter, we will make this a regular feature when there is room for it.

Thank you!

…to Hunter Luke for donating 2 books to the library.

…to Ms. Roberta, Lucas (Y5R) and Challen (Y5G) Kelehar for their donation of a book to the library.
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Well Done! 
…Nicole Ewerse (Y5G) for showing integrity – by handing in a $5 she found.
…Nelissa Terry (Y5R) for always being cooperative.

…Kinsey Miller (Y5R) for being creative and independent.

…Sascha Broderick (Y5R) for always being curious about her learning.

Dates for your Diary

Mon., Apr. 11th – 

Fri., Apr. 15th
Week of the Young Child

Tues., Apr. 12th
Start of NCFA Preliminaries

Thurs. Apr.. 14th 
Student-led Conferences

Mon., Apr. 18th
PTA Meeting

Thurs., Apr. 21st
School closes for Easter break at 1pm

Mon., May 2nd 
School reopens for the summer term

Wed., May 4th
Start of the NCFA Ensembles and Bands Competition

Mon., May 16th 
Local Holiday – Discovery Day – school closed

Mon., May 23rd – 

Fri., May 27th 
Key Stage 2 tests – Y6 only

Mon., June 6th – 

Fri., June 10th 
Terra Nova Tests – Y2 – Y6

Sat., June 11th 
PTA Fun Day

Mon., June 13th 
Local Holiday – Queen’s Birthday
Wed., June 29th 
Leaver’s Ceremony 10am – venue to be confirmed

Thurs., June 30th 
School closes for the summer holidays at 1pm[image: image6.emf] 
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Maths Moment


Why do we do maths differently these days?


The days are gone when maths lessons were endless pages of sums to be done in silence, using techniques for addition and multiplication that date back hundreds of years. Today the emphasis is on teaching methods that help children to understand the underlying maths, thus reducing the chance of them making mistakes and building a foundation for understanding more complicated maths later on. Learning about maths now is about developing number sense. It’s the difference between providing someone with a list of instructions for getting from A to B and providing them with a map. With a list of instructions, making a mistake can send you down the wrong path and it’s difficult to get back on track. With a map you can plan your own most sensible route through. Maths teaching today tries to help children develop mathematical maps rather than remember lists of directions. As children progress up the mathematical ladder, all of the techniques eventually join up with the ones you did at school.





Adding using a number line…


Addition is a natural development of counting, and there is a key moment when your child realises that to add 5 and 4 there is no need to count all 9 – you can start at 5 and count on 4. In school they’ll do this using a number line with an arrow starting at 5 and adding 4 to make 9.





                      ����


1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10





Using a number line assists the child to develop number sense by supporting their ability to explain what they are doing to reach a solution. When using a number line to support homework, you should ask your child to explain what they are doing. e.g. I start at 5 because the first number is 5 and then I count on 4 and that takes me to 9, so the answer is 9.
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